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Photo by Chris Ensor

   I recently returned from Scotland, where I was accompanied by my granddaughter Heather,
age 21, on her first visit to the Land of Heather. It was our good fortune to visit Raehills, the
castle-like former home of the Rt. Hon. Patrick Hope Johnstone, Earl of Annandale and
Chief of Clan Johnstone, and his wife, the Countess of Annandale. The Annandales are now
retired to ‘Annanbank’, a short distance from Raehills, in Dumfriesshire. Raehills is pres-
ently occupied by their son, Lord David Johnstone, his wife, Lady Johnstone, their son
Percy, age five, and daughter Anna, age four.
   The well-manicured grounds at Raehills are enormous. The long, interesting driveway
leading up to the superb castle which is mirrored in a small lake that is guarded by ancestral
oaks and banks of rhododendrons. On either side of the drive, countless deer may be seen,
which - although not quite domesticated - move only yards from the driveway at the ap-
proach of a pedestrian or automobile. Peacocks and a wide variety of other colourful birds
cross and re-cross the curved driveway, requiring care when driving.
   The large, well-appointed suites that Heather and I occupied in Raehills are models of
comfort and ease, both looking out to a fine view of the gardens and the island-studded lake,
shining like a mirror in the rising sun.
   Lord and Lady Johnstone do not believe in pretension or affectation, making us feel like
family when in their presence. We dined at their table, engaged in animated conversation
with them, and during the evenings, joined them in their cozy den to watch television or
relax in pleasant discussion. Heather fell in love with both Percy and Anna, who are lively
and interesting children. (Continued on page 7)

Visiting Raehills
by Honourable. Archibald Johnstone, Senator (Retired)
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Please  contact CJA  if
you  have a  change of
address.  For  each in-
correct address,  the
Postal Service charges
70 cents to give us  the
correct  address.

Visit  us at
www.clanjohnston.org

   Clan Johnston/e in America pro-
duces the Spur & Phoenix on a non-
profit basis for the information of
its member. The Newsletter Editor
has compiled the contents with due
care and in good faith from sources
that are believed to be genuine and
accurate. The views expressed by
any of the authors of articles are not
necessarily those of the Newsletter
Editor, the  Council  or  the  mem-
bers of   Clan Johnston/e in America.

*  Please read the newsletter policies in
the Winter 2006 issue  for information
on  submitting articles. If you need a
copy of the policies, email me. Jackie

* When sending photos with an article,
please send them as attachments, in the
body of an email or by mail. Photos from
Word documents do not reproduce well.

Important Notice
From the Editor

Next Newletter Deadline

.



President’s Letter

Happy Holidays to everyone!  As you celebrate this
holiday season, I hope you are considering the less for-
tunate and our armed forces families in your plans.  I
plan to add our home country’s traditions of Boxing
Day and Hogmanay, and would highly recommend
them to you too (congratulations Canadian members,
you already celebrate the former!).

Boxing Day – the day after Christmas – is a celebra-
tion of giving to the less fortunate by boxing up gifts
and donating them directly or through service organi-
zations.  Hogmanay is a New Year’s Eve celebration
that can last all night – at least it did when I celebrated
it in Scotland several years ago.  It includes a “first
footing”, in which a tall dark stranger (sometimes made
up to look so, and sometimes the criteria are fudged a
bit) shows up at a house immediately after midnight
delivering a gift of warmth – a lump of coal, a portion
of food, or a portion of Scotch whisky. What wonder-
ful traditions!

I hope too that you are considering gifts of CJA mer-
chandise or memberships to your family members and
your friends of Johnstone/Johnston/Johnson descent.
And as you make your New Year’s resolutions (I hope
that tradition isn’t obsolete!), I encourage you to con-
sider greater involvement in CJA and perhaps in Scot-
tish organizations and activities in our local area.

As I’ve noted many times before, we have many op-
portunities for service in CJA, so just get in touch with
me or with anyone else on our Council – our contact
information is on Page 2 of this newsletter.  I hope you
have Scottish organizations in your local area that pro-
vide opportunities for service too.  I’m proud to note
that many of our CJA members are very involved in
such organizations – what a great way to advertise our
own heritage to members of our local Scottish heri-
tage community!

On a final note, I ask you to please get in touch with
me or other CJA Council members PRONTO if you
would like to participate with us in the International
Gathering of Clans in Edinburgh, Scotland (July 25
and 26, 2009).  Information on this celebration is avail-
able at www.homecomingscotland.com and at
www.thegathering2009.com.  We, and our Clan Chief,
Lord Annandale, are planning a visit to the Annandale
region in conjunction with this gathering. So let us know
your interest in this too, and stay tuned!

Yours Aye,

Steve Johnston

I’ve been encouraged by the turnout at CJA tents at
Scottish games this fall. I hope you have been able to
attend one or more.  I’ve heard good reports from sev-
eral tent sponsors, and we all owe them big THANK
YOU!  You’ll see some of these reports elsewhere in
this newsletter.

 Walk in the Holiday Season

by  Kathie Bailey
Hundreds of Scottish clansmen will parade through
Old Town Alexandria (VA) during the Scottish Christ-
mas Walk on December 1, 2007. The family-friendly
holiday event is a traditional favorite in the Washing-
ton, DC area. Also featured in the parade are pipe and
drum bands, Scottish dancers, re-enactment groups,
Scottie dog groups, dignitaries and, of course, Santa
Claus. The event is held rain or shine, warm or cold,
so plan to join us.

• Date & Time: Saturday, December 1, 2007 at
10:30 a.m.

• Parade Route: Begins at the corner of Wilkes
and South Pitt Streets and ends at Wolfe and
South Saint Asaph Streets, Alexandria, VA.
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Lysbeth Johnston Gordon, Bainbridge Island, WA
Barbara Broom, Gastonia, NC
Wendy Carol McNiel, Boone, NC
M/M Franklin Bowers Johnston, Washington, NC
Franklin B. Johnston, Jr, Washington, NC
MJ/M Thurston B. Summer, III Suffolk, VA
Dr. Robert Allen Burson, Brownboro, AL
David K. Johnston, Columbus, OH
M/M Roger Ward, Lake City, FL
M/M Calvin G. Johnston, Littleton, CO
M/M Robert Jenson, Cheyenne, WY
Scott Jay Eldredge, Denver, CO
Janet Lisa Johnston, Colorado Springs, CO
Douglas Leslie Johnston, Windsor, CO
M/M Frederick Elliott Johnston, III Estes Park, CO
M/M Andrew Rose, Spring Hill, TN
Elroy Luke Johnston, Stratham, NH
Steve Johnson Brasington, Norfolk, VA
M/M Todd Johnston, Bellefonte, PA
Susan Boebel Alis, Williamsburg, VA
Tim E. Weidman, Williamsburg, VA
Kathleen Johnston, Novato, CA
Donovan Johnston, Alpine, UT

Cead Mile Falte
A  hundred thousand welcomes to our new members!

Place Names
Johnston, Iowa

Submitted by Debra Johnston

Johnston, Iowa is located just northwest of down-
town Des Moines and just outside the I-35/80
loop. Johnston is one of the fastest growing ciites
in the Des Moines Metropolitan area. The US
Census Bureau 2005 estimated population for
Johnston was 12,931. This was an increase of
49.5% since 2000.

Johnston offers a wealth of recreational facili-
ties, numerous parks and trails and new busi-
ness development. Johnston is also home to
Camp Dodge, an historic military reserve that is
now home to the Iowa Army National Guard and
Iowa’s Emergency Preparedness Center as well
as a superior golf course and other facilities.
Johnston is the home of the Pioneer Hi-Bred In-
ternational, an international seed company that
develops, produces and sells agricultural seeds
of many kinds.

Johnston was established in 1905 as a station on
the Des Moines & Central Iowa interurban rail-
way between Des Moines and Perry, known as
Johnston Station. It was named for the railway’s
freight supervisor, John F. Johnston.

Editors note: If you know of a place named
Johnston, please submit the information for the
S & P and tell us about the town, city or county
and why it was named Johnston or Johnstone.The Waipu Caledonian

Games in New Zealand.

If you are planning a trip to New Zealand in the
winter, (it is summer down under), you might want
to visit the Waipu Caledonian games. They hold
the first games in the world each year on January 1
unless it falls on a Sunday. In that case, it is held
the next day. They have done this since 1871.

This information is provided to us from Les Hewitt
who is the Chief Commissioner for New Zealand,
and the editor of the Clan Johnston/e in New
Zealand newsletter. You can learn more about the
games at www.highlandgames.co.nz.
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Genealogy Corner
By Barbara Hockman
   Prior to 1770, what we commonly know as the original Thirteen Colonies was the destination of choice for many of
our Scottish countrymen leaving their homeland.  The 1790 Federal Census shows that highest concentration of
Scottish immigrants were calling our current states of Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia their new home.
   So how do you find records of these early immigrants?  One place is the website www.footnote.com . This website
is mainly a subscription site but may be accessed for free at Family History Centers.  Parts can be accessed for free
from your home computer.
   Some of the exciting things you can find at this website are images of the complete files of the Revolutionary War
Pension Files.  If any of you have ordered these records in the past, you know that you did not always receive the
complete file and the new fees being charged for the copies you might request in the future are astronomical.  Even if
you have requested a copy of the file in the past, you need to check this sight out to see if there are any other pages you
did not receive.
   The “Case Files of Applications from Former Confederates for Presidential Pardons (“Amnesty Papers”), 1865-67
references many John(t)on/es.
   A series of publications called “Pennsylvania Archives Series” is available for researching without a subscription.
This database will keep any Johns(t)on/e researcher busy for quite a while.
In the Family & History Records section of Ancestry.com they have added:

Directory of Scottish Settlers in North America, 1625-1825. Vol. V
Directory of Scottish Settlers in North America, 1625-1825. Vol. VI
Directory of Scottish Settlers in North America, 1625-1825. Vol. VII
Scottish Soldiers in Colonial America, Part I
Scottish Soldiers in Colonial America, Part II
Scots in the West Indies, 1707-1857
Scots in the USA and Canada, 1825-1875
Scotch-Irish Migration to South Carolina, 1772

Remember, this is also a subscription website but you can access the site free at most public libraries that promote
genealogy.

Happy Hunting!

Robert Paris Honored
by Rebecca Paris

   Robert L. Paris was inducted into the Royal Order of Scot-
land on Saturday, July 14th, 2007 in a ceremony in Atlanta,
Georgia. The Order is affiliated with Freemasonry, and is
headquarted in Edinburgh, Scotland. The Order is for those
of Scottish descent. To receive this honor, the member must
have performed civic or church service above and beyond
that which is normally expected.
    Paris served as a deputy sheriff of Gordon County for 23
years, retiring as a captain in 2004. Paris said he was honored
to have served the fine people of Gordon County for over 20
years, many of whose ancestors were Scotch-Irish.
   Robert Paris is a member of Clan Johnston/e in America,
the Scotch-Irish Society of the USA, the Ulster Scots Asso-
ciation, Clans Irwin and Craig, and is active in his church and
other Scottish organizations.

Robert & Rebecca Paris
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Famous Johnstons
Ollie Johnston—The Animator

Unless you grew up in a place with no movie
theaters or TV, chances are you loved the produc-
tions from Walt Disney; but did you know that Ollie
Johnston was one of Walt’s best animators?  He was
one of the “Nine Old Men” as Walt referred to his
best artists.  His work spanned from 1935 until re-
tiring in 1978 and he was instrumental in Snow
White, which was the first feature-length animation,
and carried on through to The Fox and the Hound,
released in 1981.

Ollie was born in 1912 and grew up in Palo
Alto, California where his father was a professor of
Romance Languages at Stanford University.  He had
a typical, active childhood and attended Stanford
where he took art classes and met Frank Thomas.
The two became fast friends, roommates and later
collaborators on the some of the best known works of art in history.  After graduation from Stanford they
attended art classes in Los Angeles and in 1932 Frank got a job with Disney.  He encouraged Ollie to audition
and he got one too, for $17 a week.  Not bad for depression wages when some men made only $5 a week.

This team became Frank and Ollie who were said to be the best actors ever who became animators.
They brought emotion to their characters; think of Bambi, Thumper, the Seven Dwarves, Pinocchio, Lady and
Tramp, Captain Hook, Alice in Wonderland and a hundred other characters in 23 feature films.  We all laughed
and cried as we watched these characters on the big screen and television through the years.  If you ever loved a
Disney character, Frank and Ollie had something to do with it.

With money coming in, Frank and Ollie left their apartment and bought a duplex so they could live next
door and start families.  They then bought a piece of land and built two homes next to each other.  The wives,
children and animators were closer than most families and stayed that way their whole lives.  They continuously
bounced ideas and critiques off each other whether it was in the studio, riding to work or visiting at home.  Each
man’s work was inexorably tied to the other.  Thumper couldn’t have taught Bambi about ice, Pinocchio’s nose
couldn’t have grown or the Seven Dwarves couldn’t have grieved so emotionally for Snow White without Frank
and Ollie acting, sharing, sketching, discussing and animating.

In the 1950s, television took up more and more of Walt Disney’s
time and he relied more on Frank and Ollie for feature animations.
During work on The Jungle Book, Walt died and the burden fell heavily
on Frank and Ollie who were devastated by the loss.  Together they
produced over half of the film.  With Walt gone the studio decided that
if this film lost money they would permanently cease animation.  It
would be just too expensive to start over without Walt.  Instead, the film
made millions and the studio is still making feature-length animations
today thanks to the genius, work ethic and love of the craft which Frank
and Ollie demonstrated for over fifty years together.  We will never see
finer animation from any studio than those characters created and brought
to life in the Walt Disney studios by Frank and Ollie.

In 2004 the world lost Ollie’s best male friend, Frank Thomas,
and the next year he lost his beloved wife of 62 years, Marie.  That year
he was summoned to the White House by President Bush to receive the
National Medal of Arts for his lifetime achievements.  He now lives in
northern California near his two sons.

Ollie Johnston & Frank Thomas
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  Both Lord David and his father, the Earl of
Annandale, are car buffs; an Aston Martin and
a new Porsche are only two in their stable of
vintage and exceedingly interesting automo-
biles. I have been invited for drives in both cars,
and both were unforgettable experiences.
   Clan Johnston/e members may be interested
to learn that Lord and Lady Johnstone have gra-
ciously assigned a small number of suites in
Raehills to be available to Clan members. The
rental rates could seem high in Canadian and
American terms, but are, in fact, a bargain when
compared to many hotels in London. Those in-
terested may visit the Raehills website at
www.raehills.com, email at
raehills@annandaleestates.co.uk or phone
01576 470 211 for further information.
  While based at Raehills, you may be interested
in paying a visit to the Globe Inn in Dumfries,
where the meals are excellent and, if requested,
proprietor Jane Brown gives a superb tour
which permits you to view hidden areas of the
Globe Inn, as she outlines its associations with
Robert Burns; an experience not ordinarily
available to patrons of the Globe.
   Also, guests at Raehills may arrange for a
guided tour of Scotland conducted by Lady
Johnstone’s mother, who is an expert on Scot-
tish history and points of interest throughout
the land.
   Raehills provides a treasure house of
Johnstone history and clan lore. It remains at
the top of my list of prime attractions in Scot-
land.

The Countess and Earl of Annandale

Lord David and Lady Johnstone

Lady Johnstone and wee Oliver

Heather Johnstone with Lord and Lady
Johnstone’s daughter Anna. Percy JohnstoneJane Brown and Lord Annandale

Visiting Raehills, continued from page 1
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Sir Robin Knox –Johnston
By Paul Johnston

In  April of 2007, my wife Nikki and I attended the Velux 5 Oceans Yacht
Race in Norfolk Virginia, where we had the privilege of meeting Sir Robin
Knox-Johnston.

This remarkable 67 year old sailor was competing in a single-handed, around
the world yacht race. Sailors in this race cover 30,000 nautical miles of
ocean alone, in one of the most daring and remarkable feats of endurance
imaginable. The race began with 7 competitors in October 2006 in Bilbao,
Spain and the first leg finished 72 days later in Fremantle, Australia. After a
few weeks rest the remaining 5 sailors set off in leg 2 across the Pacific
Ocean and up the coast of South America to Norfolk, Virginia. The final leg
had the 4 remaining yachtsmen sprinting across the Atlantic in just over 2
weeks, back to Bilbao, Spain. Despite finishing third in two of the legs; in

the final leg Sir Robin was pushed to fourth place by a margin of less than one day. His total time on the ocean,
around the world, was a remarkable 159 days!

During the layover in Norfolk we were invited to meet Sir Robin
aboard his yacht “Saga In-
surance”. These “Open 60”
yachts are truly the thor-
oughbred racers of the sea.
At 60 feet long they are ca-
pable of reaching speeds of
30 knots. Designs feature
every type of high tech sail-
ing device possible while

keeping excess weight to an absolute minimum. Accommodations however
are spartan at best. With just a single cabin, Sir Robin shared his few posses-
sions with computers and navigational gear. There is no “head” aboard and only a small burner for warming
water. Food consists mainly of freeze dried protein mixtures which are consumed during brief breaks in the
gruelling schedule. Even sleep is hard to come by with sailors grabbing catnaps on the single bench in the cabin.
To make matters worse, they are limited to 20 minute naps at a time while the yacht is moving, since this is the
time it takes for a speeding boat to reach the visible horizon. All of this would be difficult enough on a short trip,
but to witness a 67 year old do this while racing continuously over a period of 6 months is truly outstanding!

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston is truly a legend in this realm of elite
yachtsmen. In 1969 he became the first man ever to sail around
the world solo non-stop during a voyage that lasted 312 days.
His string of successes continued over the years and in 1995 he
was knighted. Despite this illustrious background he remains a
charming down-to-earth gentleman who can go on endlessly
with stories of his great adventures.

It was truly an exciting privilege to meet Sir Robin, and we can
say proudly that he represents one of the truly great Johnston’s.

For more information about Sir Robin,  go to www.robinknox-
johnston.co.uk  For information regarding the Velux 5 Oceans
Race see www.velux5oceans.comSir Robin Knox-Johnston with Nikki & Paul Johnston

Saga Insurance

The cockpit.
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Thomas Point Beach, Brunswick, ME, August 11, 2007
Fighting The Elements
By Margot Johnston

Kristen Holmberg, of Clan Keith, sent these photos to Clan
Johnston. She took these pictures of her brother and some other
folks, (including Dan Johnson and Jane Elwell) trying to sal-
vage the Johnston’s tent after heavy winds uprooted it and blew
it over the fence and almost into the bay at Thomas Point Beach,
Brunswick, ME on August 11, 2007.

Several tents were blown apart or blown over. They say the
wind was horrific. Dan isn’t sure whether he got all the Clan
stuff or if some wound up in the ocean or elsewhere.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Whidby Island Games, Greenbank, WA,
August 11, 2007
By James K. Johnston

The dawn was a bit foggy on August 11th but it soon cleared
for the ninth annual Whidby Island Games at Greenbank,
WA. Soon the crowds began to arrive and we had a fine
turnout. Under the leadership of Maureen Lee, President
of the Whidbey Island Celtic Society, everything was well
organized and this event is growing each year. For the sec-
ond year the CJA tent was graced by two visitors from near
Seattle: Lindsey Johnstone, VP West of CJA, and his brother
Jim, long time VP of the Seattle Scottish Highland Games
Association. It is a pleasure to have their company for the
day.

The venue for the games is a large farm that was founded
more than 100 years ago. One of the barns has the date
1904 painted on it. For many years the fields grew logan-
berries that were used to make wine and great liquor. The
farm is now used for special events and there are several
shops so it a great place for our games. There is room for
all of the traditional Scottish events, plus visitors and par-
ticipants can peruse the offerings in a wine shop or take
home an antique. I’m already looking forward to next year.

Jim Johnstone, Maureen Lee, Lindsey
Johnston, Jim Johnston

Lindsey Johnstone & James Johnston
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The 44th Annual Colorado Scottish
Festival and Rocky Mountain Games
By Diane Coblentz

Sponsored by the Colorado St. Andrews Society, the
Games were held August 11th and 12th, 2007 in High-
lands Ranch, Colorado in very un-Scottish weather, in
the high 90’s both days. My son, Greg Coblentz, and
nephew, Vic Gibson felt like our brains had been fried
by the end of the weekend. We also had help from niece,
Trina Norby, and hubby, Ben, and wee Kendal.

This particular event doesn’t usually bring many
Johhnston/e’s to the tent, and we sorta look at it as an
opportunity to visit with our friends in the other clans,
and just have fun. But, this year we were really busy,
with two pages of people signing in at the tent, and
three families joining CJA, including Scott Eldridge
and his son, Alex, who marched with us in the opening
ceremonies parade at noon.

One of the fun events at these Games is the ‘Bonny
Knees Contest’, complete with a ‘blind’ judge feeling
all the knees. There is a lot of bribery going on, with
guys stuffing their socks with money for the judges,
etc. Lots of laughs! Our tent-guy, Victor Gibson, said
he didn’t have enough money to “buy” a prize, since
one gentleman had about $50.00 in his socks, so he
was going to rely on charm. Unfortunately, he still didn’t
get a prize. But, wee Lachlan MacLean did take 2nd

place. He apologized to the judges for only having $1.00
to offer as a bribe, because he was saving his money
for college! And, after the judging, he kissed all the
judges hands. Guess Victor should have taken charm
lessons from Lachlan!

We had a sense off pride in Lachlan’s achievement
though, since we feel a family connection with the
MacLean’s. Our great-great grandmother was a Rankin,
and in visiting Duart Castle on the Isle of Mull, the
ancient seat of Clan MacLean, we discovered that the
Rankins are a sept of the MacLean’s, and were the he-
reditary pipers to Clan MacLean.

It was a VERY hot, but fun weekend, and we look for-
ward to getting to know our new members better.

Vic Gibson, new members, Scott Eldridge & son Alex,
Diane Coblentz, Greg Coblentz

Vic Gibson appearing before the judges for the Bonny
Knees contest.

Vic Gibson with 2nd Place winner,
 Lochlan MacLean with his ribbon.
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Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Festival, September 7-8-9,
2007, Estes Park, Colorado
By Diane Coblentz

   Estes Park hosts one of the largest festivals of this kind every September,
and we all watch the weather forecasts hoping for the best. The weather
predictions were for cold and rain all weekend, but Saturday was beautiful,
which made for a great parade through downtown Estes Park. One of our
new members from last year marched with us, but 2 1/2 year old Kendal
Norby, in  her wee kilt, stole the show as she strutted, twirled, and waved to
the crowds as she ‘marched’ with her mother, Trina.  Too bad she waited
until AFTER we passed the judges stand to start her performance, other-
wise we might have won one of the awards.
   The high point for the weekend for Clan Johnston/e and Clan Maxwell
was a Burying of the Hatchet Ceremony, and NOT into each other! After
hundreds of years of enmity our ‘tent guy’, Victor Gibson, and the Maxwell’s
‘tent guy’, Shane Maxwell, decided it was time to be friends, and planned
this ceremony which took place in a grassy area in front of the rows of clan
tents. One of the festival crew came through ringing a bell and announcing
the upcoming ceremony, which provided quite an audience for the event.
   Victor started the ceremony with a short statement about the feud be-
tween our clans being the bloodiest, bitterest and longest family feud in
Scottish history, and stating that it was time to “bury the hatchet”. He then
offered his sword to Shane saying, that after hundreds of years of hatred
and bloodshed, we feel it is time to put and end to the hatred and welcome
the Maxwell’s as our friends. Then he draped the Johnston/e tartan over his
sword that Shane was holding.
   Shane then presented his sword to Victor saying that if all Johnston/e’s
were as nice and honorable as Victor he was proud to offer him his sword,
and call an end to the feud and be our friends. He then draped the Maxwell
tartan over his sword that Victor was holding.
   To seal the bargain (or is it a truce?) and in typical Scot fashion, drinking
scotch was a requirement. So, Victor filled a quaich from his bottle of scotch
and presented it to Shane, who then had to drink it all in one long swallow
and turn the quaich over his head to show it was empty. Shane then poured
ALL the remainder of the bottle into the quaich (is Vic sure he isn’t still an
enemy?) and Victor then had to drink ALL that, and turn the empty quaich
over his head. All this was done to the cheers and clapping of the onlook-
ers, followed by hugging and picture taking, etc. I suppose both the Johnston/
e and Maxwell ancestors were turning in their graves.
   The rest of the day was rather anti-climatic after the ceremony, and the
crowds were down after it turned colder on Sunday. But, we did have 40
people stop by and sign in at the tent, and two families joined. The tent was
beautifully staffed by many enthusiastic Johnston/e’s as usual, and even
though we didn’t win any awards this year, our spirits were up. The compe-
tition is tough in Estes.
   To further cement the friendship between the Johnston/e’s and the
Maxwell’s, Vic, Billye, Victoria Johnstone and I went to dinner with
Shane and Kendra Maxwell and their five children Saturday night. Quite
a weekend!
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More Photos from Estes Park, CO

Vic Gibson, Billye Tellinger & Larry Edwards Part of our display.

Wee Kendal Norby has met a young lad at the fair.

Check out the cool tatoo on this lad.
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Happy
Holidays!

Editors Notes
Thank you to all who sent in articles and pho-
tos. You make the Spur and Phoenix special!

If you don’t see photos or reports of games in
your area, it is because none where sent in.
Please remember to bring your camera and send
a report if you are a tent sponsor or State or Pro-
vincial Commissioner. We would like to see and
hear what is happening in your area. You can
email me the photos and articles and I will send
a confirmation of receipt.                  Jackie



Virginia Scottish Games
By Lee Cattell III

Clan Johnston/e was present at this year’s Virginia Scot-
tish Games held September 15, 2007.

For the past several years, the games have been held on
the Virginia side of the Potomac in proximity to Wash-
ington, D.C.  This year the games were held about sixty
miles from D.C. near Front Royal, Virginia, at Sky
Meadows State Park, in a setting that easily could have
been mistaken for the lowlands of Scotland. The sky
was a crisp autumn blue, an encampment of tents was
visible about half a mile from the entrance on a
knoll.The flags lining the  road,  showed their colors in
the breeze accompanied by unseen bagpipers. No one
was sure what type of turnout there would be given the
distance from D.C.but forty plus clans made the trip.

And the people came. This was one of the best attended
games that I have been to. The crowds were tremen-
dous, with people still arriving two hours before we
took the tents down. Like the rest of the clans, we spent
the day greeting people and  teaching them about our
clan and Scottish history.  Clan  members  present were
Lee and Stelly Cattell, Alice Dodds and Laura Burns.

Minnesota Renaissance Festival
by Jackie Johnston

Johnston/es were in full period dress for the Minnesota
Renaissance Festival’s Highland Weekend, August 25
& 26. The Festival featured a World Championship
Heavy Games for the Highland weekend. They created a
Scottish Village for the first time and many Scottish or-
ganizations and clans turned out for a great event. The
weather was hot but the breeze was great for the Scottish
Village, unlike everywere else at the Festival.

Denny and I volunteered on Sunday morning to staff the
booth for the Scottish-American Center. At noon, we par-
ticipated in the Kirken O’ the Tartans. Denny held the
tray and I was a reader. In the afternoon, we volunteered
at the tent for the Minnesota Coalition of Scottish Clans
booth. We were not able to have a tent as the Festival
folks decided they didn’t want any colored tents so that
left us out as ours is green, but we wanted to show a
presence at the fair for our clan, so we volunteered. Nick
Johnston and a few other Johnston’s stopped by. It was
great to meet some new Johnston/es.

Denny, Jackie & Charles “Nick” Johnston at the
Minnesota Coalition of Scottish Clans tent.

Jackie & Denny at the Scottish-American Center tables.

Johnston’s Celebrate Pub Night with the
St. Andrew’s Society of Minnesota.

The St. Andrew’s Society holds a pub night as a so-
cial gathering once a month throughout the spring,
summer and fall months. This is the gathering at
McGarry’s Pub in Maple Plain, MN. It is an authenticly
decorated Irish pub with fantastic food. Johnstons in
attendence were, S & P Editor, Jackie Johnston (cen-
ter, standing, CJA MN State Commissioner, Dee
Johnston (seated) and Denny Johnston (seated).
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CANADA REPORTS by Carol Koeslag

Apologies to all the Canadian Clan members who I
know were broken hearted not to have a Canada Re-
ports in the Fall S&P!

Joe Johnston hosted the Clan tent at the Aug.4th

Glengarry Games at Maxville. He reported that at-
tendance at the various clan booths seemed to be lower
than in past years however he was happy to visit with
those who came to the CJA tent, whose location wasn’t
the best as well.

The Fergus Games were very well attended and our
CJA tent was allocated the prime place in the Clans
area, according to other clans, as it was in an all day
shady, breezy location on a hot summer day. Added to
that was the fact that we were able to park our car im-
mediately behind the tent whereas other clans were
baking in the sun. Everyone wanted to know how we
rated such an ideal spot!

Similar to Maxville there weren’t quite as many visi-
tors to our tent as there were last year but the ones who
did come were wonderfully interesting. There was
Steven Johnston and his son, who had moved from
Edinburgh a year ago to London Ontario, who was most
interested in CJA. While we were visiting, Lord Jamie
Sempill of Edinburgh dropped by to talk up the 2009
Gathering in Edinburgh of which he is the Director.
Great conversation all round but especially between
Steven and Jamie who shared Edinburgh information.
One of the ideas proposed by Lord Sempill, is to have
an Edinburgh pub sponsor a visiting clan which imme-
diately prompted Steven to mention a particular pub
along the Royal Mile. Lord Sempill took our brochure
and made note of that for reference. So perhaps CJA is
the first clan to have its pub sponsor already!

 A short time later Douglas Johnston and his mother
Irene of Toronto, originally from Belfast, enjoyed our
relaxing cool space and visited for quite awhile. So in
a short time we had Scots and  Ulster parts of Johnston
clan share their interests and time.

Then all of a sudden, two men wearing Johnston kilts
were signing the registry book and when I welcomed
them learned that they were CJA member Peter
Johnston of Thunder Bay and his son Andy of Elora,
accompanied by Peter’s wife Sharon. I have only
known of Peter through the annual membership renew-
als, so it was great to meet him in person. It was won-
derful timing as the three of them agreed to walk in the
clan parade joining Peter and I. Peter J. and  Andy
carried the clan banner and flag. Andy Johnston of
Mississauga was once again attending the Fergus
Games with the British Airborne group and when he
came by for a visit said that he’d march in with the
Airborne and then come and stand with CJA during
the Opening ceremonies. So this year we had the most
Jonstons ever in recent years, representing CJA at the
Opening Ceremonies.

The many other tent visitors had questions and stories
to share about their Johnston connections which made
for a most interesting time.

Andy & Peter Johnston, Peter Koeslag & Sharon Johnston

Peter Koeslag  visiting  Brenda  Johnston  Dineen.
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Help Wanted
2008 CJA Annual General Meeting in Fergus!

Having just received the Fall S&P and reading all about
the AGM in Washington State, I’m beginning to get
the jitters about the planned 2008 AGM at the Fergus
Games. Mention was made of it in the latest S&P, but
I really want to emphasize to the Ontario members in
particular, how much how much I hope that you will
not only attend, but be actively involved in the plan-
ning, welcoming, registration, tent hosting etc. that will
make it a happy successful event. Now when I say
“Ontario” members I’m also hoping as many as pos-
sible from other parts of Canada will attend. Plans at
this stage include ‘blocking’ a number of rooms for
CJA at one of the Holiday Inns in Guelph (20 min.
drive away from Fergus). Fergus does not have a large
hotel , the Elora Inn is very pricey and B&Bs are booked
from one year to the next. In the coming months I plan
to contact some who live closest to Fergus to learn how
they wish to be involved. You all will be reading more
about 2008 in the next issues of the S&P.

A Gentle Reminder To All You Canadian
Members

I’m sure when you receive your S&P you read that if
you haven’t renewed your CJA membership you won’t
be mailed another copy! Oh my! Who would want to
miss an issue of the S&P?

Some of you forget how to renew. Here is the guide
renew your membership;
1. You mail your renewal to me,
2. You make out your cheque to Carol Koeslag not
Clan Johnston
3. The cheque is in equivalent Canadian funds.
With the fluctuating Canadian dollar, is sometimes hard
to figure out. A good rule of thumb would be to add
$2-$3 to your membership amount as it does cost $1US
to mail the S&P to Canada

When you send me your membership, I deposit the
cheque in  a specific  account  in  my  name  not CJA.
After I receive a number of cheques, I then send a
money order in US funds to the Treasurer rather than
one cheque at a time. I also mail your renewal applica-
tion to Margo Johnston, Registrar who updates the
records and notifies the mailing of the S&P.

So having said all that, have you sent me your 2007-08
membership renewal yet? I’ll look forward to receiv-
ing it. If you have any questions, please call me. (See
roster on page 2.)

Remember I’d love to have any of you Canadian mem-
bers drop me a line and share your Johnston history/
stories. I’m still in the 19 & 20th century here and don’t
have e-mail!
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Update
I recently had a phone conversation and then a per-
sonal visit with Marrie Honey. She is quite well and
beginning to adjust to living without her beloved
Russell. She sent greetings to all their CJA friends and
asked to be remembered to them.

A very special congratulatory note to one
of CJA’s most senior members — Myrtle
May Johnstone of Brighton, Ontario. She
celebrated her 96th birthday on June  16th

with a lawn party of friends and family.
Myrtle May sent me her membership re-
newal recently with news of the party.
What a great gal!

Best wishes to you all for
a blessed Christmas
season.



Little Lake Cemetery
By Carol Koeslag
 A recent visit to the cemetery here in Peterborough, in which all my Johnston
family are buried, reminded me that, while the maintenance crew does a
great overall job, there needed to be some minor landscape trimming of grass
which had overgrown the flat markers. This beautiful cemetery has many tall
trees, winding paths and is surrounded by the waters of Little Lake. So on a
recent Sunday, Peter and I with spade, edger and knife, trimmed back the
grass on all 17 markers. They look well and the engraving is now clearly
visible for reading. We were pleased that we made the effort. What’s the
state of your family plot?

Let me tell you about my family. My great grandfather William Johnston had
come from Ireland in 1842, settled in the village of Millbrook 10 miles from

Peterborough. In 1845 his brother George, parents and siblings joined him. William and George married two
Mitchell sisters and moved into Peterborough where they carried on their tailoring business, living in the same
building. The rest of the family continued to live in Millbrook. The Peterborough brothers raised their children
as one large happy family, keeping in close contact with their parents and siblings. These brothers became very
involved in the community and were strongly political. They brought their love of music and sports, as well as
their Presbyterian faith to bear on all aspects of their life. William had two sons, Alfred and George Henry. Both
these young men went to Winnipeg Manitoba in the mid 1870s for adventure and jobs. I have in my possession
letters that William wrote to Alfred, my grandfather, in 1875/76 that are full of news of Peterborough. In Decem-
ber 1876 William, while putting away hymn books after a Christmas concert, dropped dead of a heart attack.
Due to the distance Alfred did not get home for his father’s funeral or to make arrangements for it. Therefore,
William’s brother George made burial arrangements by buying a large plot in the rather newly established Little
Lake cemetery. This cemetery had been opened in 1852 with the innovative historical park landscaping plan that
had recently been adopted in Victorian Canada. (The first one was in Montreal a few years previously.) George
arranged for three adjacent areas for the then present and future burial needs of the family. Alfred did return
home to Peterborough, married and raised five children, one of who was my mother, Quinn.

As a girl and throughout my growing up years whenever my parents would visit Peterborough and the area of
Hastings, my father’s home, we would always visit the cemetery with my mother explaining who was who and
how they were related. My parents decided that they also would like to be buried in the Johnston plot, though
they lived in St.Catharines. In 1977 my father, Gordon Beamish, was interred there and, in 1991, my mother.
After my mother died, Peter and I moved to Peterborough and I lovingly assumed the Johnston plot oversight.
Yes, Peter and I also will be buried in the family plot, so the line carries on.

Now this is where perhaps you, if you have a family plot that has markers without lineage shown, may want to
take note as genealogists. Once I really looked at the markers I realized that none of them indicated how those
buried beneath them were related to each other! I knew because I’ve done the family tree but I’m sure my sons,
grandchildren, cousins etc., wouldn’t know. I am certainly not about to have 17 markers re-engraved but I have
come up with an easy workable plan so that whoever visits will immediately connect the lines. I’m making up a
small 8x4 sheet to be enclosed in plexiglass with waterproof edging on a small stake that will be inserted in the
ground right in front of and close to the tall upright stone that has Johnston engraved on it. On the sheet are the
names of everyone buried with their connection to Johnston  i.e.;  William son of James, George  son of James,
Jane wife of William, Alfred son of  William, Quinn daughter of Alfred etc. The positioning of this stake it will
not interfere with the grass cutting/maintenance and will be an easily read info sheet about our family.

Johnston
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Clan Johnston/e in America
Merchandise & Price List

Effective December 1, 2006
Please Note:  Prices listed first in shipping column are for one item.

Amount listed second is for each additional, “same” piece (e.a.p.) in one shipment

Item Price Shipping Item Price Shipping
TRAVEL RUGS CLAN CREST NECKTIES $21.00 $  3.50 each
(Throws) 56”x 72” – 100% Wool $89.00 $10.00 each Navy Poly w/repeated Crest $  1.50 e.a.p.
Ribbed collar and cuffs – Annandale $  4.00 e.a.p. woven into Material – Annandale Only
Johnston Modern Colors ONLY

TARTAN NECKTIES $19.00 $  3.50 each
TARTAN WOOL MATERIAL $58.00 $  3.50 each  100% Wool 4.8 oz or 10/11 oz $  1.00 e.a.p.
100% Worsted Wool, 56” wide per yard $  1.00 e.a.p a) Modern  b) Old Colors
New Wool 12/13 ox. Ideal for Kilts   .
SPECIFY a) Modern   b) Old Colors LADIES SASHES $38.00  $  3.00 each

Worsted, 100% Wool, 4.8 oz.  $  1.00 e.a.p.
POLY / RAYON MATERIAL Tie Weight, 10”x88” w/2” fringe
60” Wide, Old Colors ONLY $12.50 $  3.50 each SPECIFY  Modern or Old Colors
Light weight, small pattern and washable $  1.00 e.a.p

6 PIECE TAMS
SILK TIES $45.00 $  4.00 each Worsted Wool 4.8oz or 10/11oz $31.00 $  3.00 each
Regimental Stripe, Johnston colors $  1.50 e.a.p. Matches Sashes above & Scarves below $  1.00 e.a.p.
Goes with either Old Colors or SPECIFY Modern or Old Colors
Modern Kilt.  Classy with a suit too

SCARVES
HEAVY WEIGHT SCARVES $19.00 $  3.50 each Worsted Wool 4.8oz Tie Weight $25.00 $  3.00 each
Lambs Wool Scarf 12”x 82” $  1.50 e.a.p. SPECIFY: Modern or Old Colors $  1.00 e.a.p.
While they last -  Modern ONLY

NOTE: All Wool Material Items are made in the U.K.

JEWELRY:
CLAN CREST CAP BADGE KEY FOBS
or Ladies Brooch  1 5/8” dia. $21.00 $  2.50 each Small Crest Badge mounted on $21.00 $  2.50 each
Rhodium plated Annandale ONLY! $  1.00 e.a.p Leather w/ring for keys $    .75 e.a.p.
.
KILT PINS PENDANATS
Small Crest Badge on $21.00 $  2.50 each Small Crest Badge on 16” chain $21.00  $  2.50 each
Claymore Pins Rhodium plated $  1.00 each Rhodium plated / Annandale Only  $  1.00 e.a.p
Annandale ONLY !

LAPEL PINS For Caskieben Jewelry, contact the Johnstone at the
Small Crest Badge $19.00 $  2.50 each number or address on the Order Form.  There are no more
For Men or Ladies, Rhodium plated $  1.00 e.a.p. Caskieben Crest Badges.  Other items extremely limited.
Annandale ONLY!

FOR MEMBERS ONLY!
MEDALLION ON RIBBON $40.00 $  2.50 each LADIES PENDANT $30.00 $  3.00 each
Beautiful Gold Insignia exactly like that used in the center of the Service Medal.  About ½” in dia.  Life Members ONLY-
Please provide Membership Number.
BOOKS:
THE “GENTLE” JOHNSTONS $20.00 $  3.50 each HISTORY BOOKLET $  9.00 $  2.50 each
By Russell Honey by Cascade Publishing $  1.00 e.a.p.
A wealth of information and insight into all Johnstons Condensed from the The Great Historic
And their history of migration from Scotland to Ireland Families of Scotland
and then to North America.
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These make
great gifts!Place your

orders early.



              If you do not want to cut up your Spur & Phoenix, please feel free to photo copy this Order Form.
            If copying is not available, please follow layout below to enter information on plain paper.

Make Checks Payable to: Clan Johnston/e in America

Mail To:  Clan Johnston/e in America , P.O. Box 71 , Goffstown, NH 03045-0071

For  Questions or Item Availability Call: (603) 497-3281Or Email: Lucknbooth@aol.com

QTY    Name or Description of Item       Crest or Tartan Total      Total Combined Total
      Name or Color Prices       Shipping Items & Shipping

Checks or Money Orders Only – We are unable to
accept Charge Cards for CJA Merchandise -  SORRY !

         AND REMEMBER
    We are not  able to take

          Charge Cards, Phone Orders

Please order and add carefully as an incorrect
check amount will only delay your order.

Name:

Address:

City: State:      Zip:
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Item Price Shipping Item Price Shipping

POLO/GOLF SHIRTS $40.00 $4.00 each SWEATSHIRTS $38.00 $4.50 each
Navy Blue or Hunter Green $1.25 e.a.p. Hunter Green ONLY $2.e.a.p.
Striped ribbed collar and cuffs Adult Sizes Med., Lg., & XLg. ONLY
Adult Sizes Med., Lg. & XLg. ONLY

TARTAN & CREST MUGS $13.25 $4.00 each MOUSE PADS $14.25 $3.50 each
Dishwasher & Microwave Safe China $2.00 e.a.p. Tartan & Crest $1.50 e.a.p.
Design is not Diswasher Safe approx. 8” x 11”

LICENSE PLATE $19.25 $3.50 each TRIVIT (Hot Plate) $15.50 $3.00 each
Tartan & Crest / Styrene type plastic $1.50 e.a.p. Tartan & Crest Ceramic Tile / Square $1.50 e.a.p.

NOTE PADS $  5.00 $2.00 each MUSICAL BAGPIPE MAGNET $10.00 $2.00 each
Give your notes & messages some color $1.00 e.a.p. Bagpipe is in Johnston Tartan $1.00 e.a.p.

JOHNSTON HISTORY $10.50 $3.50 each
On Parchment 8 ½” x 11” $1.50 e.a.p.
Suitable for framing

Please list items with different Tartans or Crests on separate lines. Total Inclosed: $____________________
Only Identical items to be listed as more than one (1).



Youth Page
by Billye Tellinger

Mac Rudolph
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Clan Johnston/e In America
P.O. Box 71
Goffstown, NH 03045

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Rochester, NY
PERMIT NO. 1037

Send member’s address changes & renewals to: Margot Johnston, P.O. Box 71, Goffstown, NH 03045

Canadians: Please contact Carol Koeslag about dues information.  See page 2 for contact information.

          Dues
$20.00 Individual
$25.00 Husband/Wife
$  5.00 Junior
 $200.00 Life, over 60
 $250.00 Life, under 60
$  10.00 Spouse of a

      life member.

This is renewal time!
Check your address

label to see if it is time
to pay your dues.

Please Take Notice:
Look At The ADDRESS Area Of

This Newsletter
Under Your Name Is Your

Membership Number
Beside Your Member # Is Your

Member Expiration Date
 If your expiration date is this year,
dues are expected by October 1st

for  next  year.
If you move, the post office will not

forward your S & P,
only first class.


